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Opening Thoughts:
Last week, we “broke the seal” on John. John’s gospel gives us an eyewitness account so we can get to know
Jesus, his best friend who is also God’s Son and God’s Word made flesh among us full of grace and truth.
He is the way to eternal life, extreme growth and extravagant love.
The evangelist now offers 4 vignettes how 5 disciples acted on the invitation to follow Jesus. Why? I think
John wants us to understand ways God woos us into believing in Jesus. His goal? Find yourself among
them. Recognize God wooing you. Become a disciple along with them.
Warm Up:
Describe a time when you wooed someone. What did you do? What did you feel? How’d it end up?

Talk it Over:
Read John 1:35-51
1. Consider the variety of ways Jesus recruits (woos) these disciples. What is uniquely tailored to their
personalities? What is common to all?
A. [35-39] John’s two disciples. (If needed, reread 1:19-34 for context on John the Baptist. The
unnamed disciple is usually thought to be the author of this gospel!)

B. [40-42] Simon. (“Peter” is translated “Rock”)

C. [43] Philip.

D. [45-51] Nathanael (for background on Jesus’ angel ladder you may want to refer to Genesis
28:12)

2.

How are these vignettes representative of a variety of ways God woos people to become and grow as
disciples of Jesus?

Work it Out:
1. With which of these vignettes can you most identify?

2. Can you recognize God wooing you through people, circumstances, and/or even mysterious inner
experiences?

3. What would it look like for you to “come and see” this fall?

4. What baby step (or giant leap) could you take to respond and apply what you have learned?

Pray it Through:
Join in the Lord’s Prayer together as a group:
“Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, Your Will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one,
for Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.”

